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Concept Note for Side Event at CSW67
Format of the Side Event: in-person and virtual
Title: National Platform on Gender-Based Violence (GBV): An Innovative and Sustainable Database on all Forms of GBV in Mali
Context:
In Mali, the root cause of violence against women is the socio-cultural inequalities related to gender, coupled with the multi-faceted political and security crisis and the persistent conflict and insecurity that the country has been experiencing since 2012. Women and girls are often the targets of armed groups linked to the conflicts, who may impose codes of conduct on them in addition to any sexual violence they may be subjected to. These human rights violations have increased the already existing vulnerabilities of women and girls and greatly reduced their resilience capacity. This increases the risks of negative adaptive mechanisms such as transactional/survival sex, early and forced marriages, increased prevalence of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) due to displacement, and physical, emotional, and domestic violence, which are already problematic in a context like Mali. 
According to the 2018 Demographic and Health Survey of Mali (EDSM-VI 2018), half of women (49%) aged 15-49 in union or in union breakdown have experienced emotional, psychological, physical, and sexual violence at any time in their lives. Of the women who have experienced physical or sexual abuse, 68% have never sought help or told anyone about it. The same study shows a concerning rate of early marriage, with 18% of women aged 25-49 in union before age 15 and 53% in union before age 18. The 2018 EDSM-VI also showed that 89% of women ages 15-49 and 73% of girls aged 0-14 have undergone FGM. 
In 2022, 14,264 cases of GBV were reported via GBVIMS, compared to 9,540 cases reported during the same period in 2021, an increase of 51%, with an increase in cases of early marriage due to the closure of schools and laws imposed by radical groups. The lack of a specific law on GBV and the non-enforcement of legal texts protecting women and girls in Mali remain important factors contributing to the risk of GBV. These GBVIMS data, which only refer to documented cases of GBV, only represent the tip of the iceberg of GBV practices in Mali because only 22% of the country is covered by the reporting system, due to the lack of GBV services and civil society's capacity to manage structured and quality information. 



The fight against GBV requires quality evidence, with disaggregated data that can be compared globally, in order to communicate about the extent of the phenomenon and persuade decision-makers, which is missing in Mali. In Mali, GBV data is scarce and patchy, with little visibility on its availability and low quality. This lack of reliable and centralized data has an impact on decision making and advocacy in favor of the fight against GBV and the rights of women and girls.  
Methods used
The government of Mali, with the support of UNFPA, has set up an information system on all forms of GBV, including child marriage and FGM, which constitutes the national database on GBV, covering humanitarian and development areas. Through the implementation of this database, the capacities of local GBV data producers are strengthened and pools of national and regional trainers are set up in order to ensure the sustainability of this initiative. A national monitoring committee for the database's functionality was set up by ministerial order, involving the different stakeholders, i.e. the government, technical and financial partners and civil society. This approach allows for national ownership of the database. 
Results
The database is modeled: 
https://srv19.optimgov.com/vbd_web_app/public/index.php
This database will not only allow for the capitalization of all GBV data at a single level, but will also contribute to meeting the data needs of other compilation systems and users of all kinds. It is also important to note that these data will allow for the monitoring and reporting of the indicators of the MDGs 5.2, 5.3 and 5.6 and those of the Agenda 2063 for Africa regarding GBV; they will also serve as performance evaluation measures for the national strategy document for the abandonment of GBV and for various annual and multi-year plans under the leadership of the Ministry of Women Affairs, Children and Family (MPFEF). This initiative allows us to strengthen the leadership of this ministry. This initiative strengthens the leadership of this ministry and its ability to mobilize resources and partnerships. Moreover, this initiative reinforces the discussion framework between the Government, the United Nations system and the structures that produce statistics on GBV and will contribute to the adoption process of the preliminary draft legislation on GBV. 
Conclusion
Women's rights defenders and other stakeholders involved in the fight against GBV will now be able to collect the information/data necessary for their advocacy. We plan to scale up this database throughout Mali, including the northern areas affected by the socio-political crisis, and to strengthen the capacities of GBV statistics stakeholders.  National institutional strengthening is ongoing to ensure the sustainable management of this database.
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